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lived side by side with the Fascist Party, in a rather loose sort
of dependence on it. By the time of the March on Rome the
Avanguardie with their children's section had several hundred
sections in about half the provinces of the Kingdom. A stricter
bond of dependence on the Party was imposed on the Avon-
guardie and Balilla in 1924.
Membership was not great in the Avanguardie themselves, and
was very low in the Balilla. Their activities were practically
non-existent. The majority of the boys belonging to these
formations were there simply because they had a fanatical father
or brother, who wanted to testify to his faith through the
children; a few among the Avanguardisti were adventurous boys
who liked disorder and demonstrations and shouting. After the
Fascist Party had come to power, the idea of turning these
organizations into some kind of sports groups, or societies for
physical education, arose. The decisions taken at the end of
1922 at the congress of the Avanguardie in Florence to make
them the nursery for future members of the Party were the basis
on which the political, physical, and military educational func-
tions of these organizations were defined and, partly, put into
practice. But the means at the disposal of the organizers were
too small, and the people in charge of the sections were rarely
capable of assuming the new role they should have played. The
assignment to the Fascist Party, in 1924, of the task of giving
strength and a plan to the Avanguardie did not bring the fruits
which were expected by the heads of Fascism. The families who
cared for their children to take part in extra-scholastic educa-
tional activities preferred the old organizations, especially the
Young Explorers and Young Catholic Explorers, which
eschewed political activities and militaristic bombast, to the
doubtful educational advantages of the Avanguardie and Balilla
formations.
Physical education, so far as it was given in the schools, was
under the control of the Ministry of Public Instruction. When
it was decided that something had to be done in order to improve
the really low standard of public physical training, the Fascist
authorities did not think it possible to rely on the Party organiza-
tions; and the Ente Nasdonale Educazione Fisica (E.N.E.F.:
National Corporation for Physical Training) was set up in Milan,
with the purpose of training teachers and controlling all activities
of that kind in the schools. It was only in 1926 that the idea of
bringing the scattered activities aiming at the physical education
of youth into one body became popular in Fascist circles. The
need for this unification was mainly political. The schools main-
tained a distinctly non-political atmosphere; the boys and girls had